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In our opinion 


Need for child day care _ 
is growing in Utah, nation 


Ideally, a parent should be home to 
take care of children — preschool 
children in particular — but in the 
reality of today's world, that is often 
not the case; in many situations it is 
not even possible. The need for some 
kind of modestly-priced day care is 
compelling. 


In Utah, a decidedly family-orient- 
ed state, three out of every five wo- 
men work outside the home. In a ma- 
jority of cases, it is a single-parent 
home or a family where the husband 
earns less than $15,000 a year. 


There are only an estimated 18,000 
day care slots in Utah against a criti- 
cal need of 100,000. Too often, the 
children are cared for on a hit-or- 
miss basis. In many instances, the 
lack of day care keeps a single-parent 
mother on welfare, unable to take 
training or accept a job. 

For many families, this opens the 
door to neglect, emotional strain, un- 
certainty, and a lifestyle below the 
poverty level. It can hardly be a situa- 
tion that is good for children. 

"The problem in Utah is a micro- 
созт of the circumstances nation- 
wide, where day care for millions of 
children is regarded as critical. 


In the face of this need, Sen. Orrin 
Hatch, R-Utah, is sponsoring a bill to 
encourage day care by private, pub- 
lic, church, business and local gov- 
ernment — without the heavy hand of. 
federal bureaucracy. 


It may seem strange for Hatch, 
with his deeply conservative creden- 
tials, to be sponsoring social legisla- 
tion. But the problem exists and must 
be confronted. The senator says that 
his conferences with Utah women in 
recent years have produced the same 
urgent cry for day care. 


It is not a question of encouraging 
women to work outside the home; it is 
a matter of coping with the fact that 
many of them already are, and doing 
what's necessary for the children 
involved. 


Other day care proposals before 
Congress call for $2.5 billion the first 
year, would provide direct services 
with federal money, would increase 
the bureaucracy, and would put in 
place another of those entitlement 
programs that seemingly grow rapid- 
ly out of financial control. This would 
only drive up the cost of day care, 
thus making things even worse. 


By contrast, Hatch’s measure 
would authorize $375 million as seed 
money to encourage day care from 
the bottom up instead of the top 
down, an approach designed to pro- 
duce far more day care slots, at less 
expense to the parents who use it, and 
keep control at the local level. 


The bill would: (1) Give block 
grants to states for seed money to en- 
courage public and private entities to 
improve child care services; (2) help 
states establish revolving loan funds 
for family-based day care providers 
to borrow modest amounts for home 
improvements needed for day care li- 
censing; (3) start state liability insur- 
ance pools for day care providers; (4) 
provide tax credits for employers 
who establish on-site day care facili- 
ties; and (5) give double personal tax 
exemptions for parents who stay 
home with a newborn child for at 
least six months. 1 

A federal day care law of some 
kind seems likely eventually. The 
Hatch bill seems by far the most | pru- 
dent approach. 


Рау С аге, 


А new аа (s 
care received unanimous prelimi- 
nary approved by the Heber City 
Council, Thursday evening. The 
complete text will be published jn 
The Wasatch Wave and there wiil 
be a public hearing before a final 
ordinance is adopted. 

Paul Royal answered questions 
about the proposed ordinance, pre- 
pared by the Planning Commis- 
Sion, saying the ordinance isn't 
perfect but that it is a good start. 
He said it can be amended as the 
ordinance is administered шй flaws 
show up. 

He said the ordinance, “Which the 
Commission has been working on 
for about two years, incorporated 
recommendations from the City 
Attorney, Jim Smedley, as well as 
input from others. He also said any 
additional suggestions brought up 
асе publit hearing’ will Жо 
tonsidéred'Uéforé. the fiit 

| Is passed.*" e 
| Answering a question from 
Councilman Scott Wright, Royal 
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late, is thay, However} 
that legislative ехрепз é 
. and that there need to: be 
justments in line edi sor in- 
rstance; some emplo; Work- ' 
ing in more than ona department, _ 
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+ She was concemed:that, ti ity | 
has paid 36 percent of the nt 
budgeted to the Sewer District's 
operation and maintenance fund and 


still has 75 percent of the ‘budget 
year left. However, Councilmen 
Scott Wright, Keith Jacobson; and 
Wayne Clegg, all members, f the 
District control board; assured her 
that the Board plans 


adjustments so that, oi y ‘or 
"another, ће City мол em 
phy more than it budgeted, "^ 
requ WOrdanelle ‘Weiler’ 
Mayor, Gordon Mendenhall; told 
uncil he would fi | out what: 


ЇЇ cost to accept the 2,400 acre- 


reserved for the City, and report ^ 
hant on thau aan deride whathel the 


feet of Jordanelle Reservoir water” y 


(send the entire paper on to your 
sister in California. You might clip 
Yt out a recipe or a wise word of wis- 


“ен бот. You might use it to start this 


» evening's fire, or to put on the floor 
when Bobby paints his model. It 


‘dard, fair policy to resolve those 
problems, the Council said they 
didn't see any way to set such a 
policy and decided the best solution 
" would be to consider and resolve 
j each case as it arises, 
Grant Hearings 
The Council scheduled public 
hearings for Dec. 7 and Jan. 1, to 
discuss projects that could qualify 


for' Community Development : 


Block Grant (CDBG) money in 
1990. The dezdline for filing for a 
grant is Feb. 1. 

CDBG grants made it possible 
for the City to extend its water and 
sewer lines, during the past two 
years, and provided the largest part 
of the funding for the Wasatch 
County emergency building now 
under ,Constructipn aj First South 
and First West. 

,Full Time Animal 
Control 
^ The Council unanimously ap- 
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year. 


But this Thanksgiving, 
grateful you're not thankful for t 
newspaper. Have a happy Thank 
giving. 


proved hiring Officer Wally Gira 
as the City's full time, perma 
animal control officer. He 
ceive employee benefits retroactiv; 
to June. 

Clegg, who li in charge of th: 
Police Department, recommende 
the appointment; He said Girard пад 
been hired for the position on 1 
temporary basis, last spring, and | 
praised his work] ' i 


Chief Jim Matthews said Girard | 
was a reserve officer who had do- | | 
nated a lot of time to the City and 
had considerable knowledge and ex 


control work is closely related to 
police work. He said, Girard was 
considered Possibly, the best man in 
the state for ihe job when he was 
first hired and has, since then, par- 
ticipated in certification programs 
and added to his qualifications. 
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‘and Merriweather dM b 
visited the children. at Моо Care: 
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R. RAYMOND GREEN, M. D 


PHYSICIAN & SURGEON 
SPECIALTY SURGERY 


45 SOUTH MAIN STREET 
HEBER CITY, UTAH 84032 


PHONE 654-1822 


SUNNY DAY PRESCHOOL AND DAYCARE 


Started by Mary Montgomery about 1984 in the North School. 
Later they moved to the old Pea Factory. 


Even later they moved to a residence at 221 Mest 700 South, 


Heber. Jane Montgomery Kinsel, a sister to Mary, now is 
sponsoring the center. 


They take care of infants to 10 years of age and many are 
children of single parents and have US Government subsidy 
for best nutrition. 
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